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Avvistato 
il mastino 


dei Baskerville 


LONDRA - Il mastino - 


dei Baskerville è ritorna- 
to ad ululare nella deso- 
lata brughiera di Dar- 
tmoor. Un .non meglio 
identificato «animale 
nero lungo un metro e 
mezzo» è stato visto negli 
scorsi giorni da numero- 
se persone sulle alture 
del parco nazionale nel- 
la contea del Devon in 


cui Conan Doyle aveva . 


ambientato una delle più 
famose avventure di 
Sherlock Holmes. 


La polizia di Bovey , 


Tracey, uno dei maggiori 
centri della zona, ha ri- 
cevuto parecchie telefo- 
nate in cui agricoltori al- 
larmatissimi affermava- 


no di aver visto sulle al. . 


ture un grosso animale a 
metà strada fra un alano 
e una pantera. L'altopia- 
no di Dartmoor è uno dei 
posti iù sinistri 
dell'Inghilterra meridio- 
nale, quasi sempre av- 
volto nella nebbia. 
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Corriere della sera 28-3-89 


sa 


‘avventure di Sherlock Holmes. La polizia 
ha ricevuto parecchie telefonate in cui 
agricoltori allarmatissimi affermavano di 
aver scorto sulle alture un grosso animale 
a metà strada fra un alano e una pante- 
ra. «È un mistero», ha dichiarato un por- 
tavoce della polizia, «negli ultimi otto an- 
ni abbiamo sempre sentito parlare della - 
bestia di Exmoor, un misterioso animale 
che ha fatto stragi di pecore sulle alture 
di quel parco nazionale, un centinaio di 
chilometri a nord di Dartmoor, ma qui, a 
parte la leggenda del mastino di Sher- 
lock Holmes, non avevamo mai avuto a 
che fare con mostri o roba simile. Forse 
l'animale di Exmoor si è trasferito qui da 
noi in cerca di nuovi territori di caccia». 
L'altopiano di Dartmoor è uno dei posti 
più sinistri dell'Inghilterra meridionale. 
Quasi sempre avvolto nella nebbia, ha 
nel tetro penitenziario isolato nella bru- 
ghiera il suo centro più abitato. 
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It was the teeth that everyone noticed first. 


View comments 


Great fangs jutted from its huge jaw, gleaming in the afternoon sun. 


Then there was the carcass. Up to 5ft long, powerful chest, and what could be the 
remains of a tail. 


Apex, BA ATTI. AAAS 
A carcass of an animal that has washed up on a beach in North Devon has left 


many of the locals speculating that it is the body of the infamous Beast of 
Exmoor 


Had it been washed up on any other shore, it might simply have been dismissed as the 
unfortunate remains of a large dog. 


But this was North Devon. And folk in these parts have learned that sightings of mystery 
animals are likely to mean only one thing - the Beast of Exmoor is back. 


The puma-like creature has allegedly roamed the countryside here since some fleeting 
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A carcass of an animal that has washed up on a beach in North Devon has left 
many of the locals speculating that it is the body of the infamous Beast of 


Exmoor 


Had it been washed up on any other shore, it might simply have been dismissed as the 
unfortunate remains of a large dog. 


But this was North Devon. And folk in these parts have learned that sightings of mystery 
animals are likely to mean only one thing - the Beast of Exmoor is back. 


The puma-like creature has allegedly roamed the countryside here since some fleeting 
glimpses in the 1970s. 


In 1983, it came to national attention after 100 sheep were mauled and killed. Blurred 
photographs and a succession of intriguing sightings followed. 


At one stage the legend rivalled that of the Loch Ness Monster, striking terror into the 
hearts of farmers and tourists, and filling small children with dread. 


Yet countless bounty hunts, safaris and 
expeditions - one conducted by Royal 
Marines - failed to pin it down. 


Sheep and farm animals continued to be 
mysteriously slaughtered across Exmoor. 


So one thing was probably on the minds 
of Sergeant Jeff Pearce and PC Chris 
Tucker when they were called to 
investigate a long-dead but fearsome 
creature washed up near Croyde Bay. 


Had they finally solved the riddle of the 
Beast? 


Awoman had reported spotting the 
remains of a creature 'the size of a calf 
with canine teeth’. 


She is said to have used the B-word. Looking beastly: The toothy remains 


TRI be Sere 


look as though they belong to a big cat 


The officers were duly scrambled. Once at 
the scene, a cursory glance revealed: Too 
big for a dog or domestic cat; too small for a pony. Wrong teeth for a cow. A seal? Not 
with those legs, it wasn't. 


‘It almost definitely looks like it could be a Beast of Exmoor,' said Sergeant Pearce, with 
admirable caution. 
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‘It's only about five miles away to Exmoor by sea, it could easily have floated down.’ 


» Happy Harper: Little 
PC Tucker added: ‘It's a good 5ft and it has black fur. It certainly looks quite beast-like Beckham skips around 
with those teeth.’ with glee as she hits the 


shops while holding 
hands with her doting 
daddy David 
Decomposition meant its flippers had vanished to reveal bones that looked like they What a cutie 

might have been limbs. 


So has the mystery been solved? Not quite. Samples sent for analysis revealed that the 
Beast of Croyde Bay was simply a grey seal. 
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The Exmoor Beast 


by Aliya Whiteley 


| grew up in North Devon. We regularly went to Exmoor, a vast expanse of ever-damp moorland stretching across to 
Somerset, for walks. | was small and always in hand-me-down wellies; the clumps of earth and gorse were 
determined to trip me up, | thought, and we must have walked for hundreds of miles. But then, | was one of those Buy our Books 
imaginative children. 

+ Fox Pockets on Lulu 
The things you grow up with are sometimes hard to appreciate. | saw the sea every day, and knew it was dangerous. 
| knew the same thing about Exmoor. We came across white bones amongst the moss, and the carcasses of sheep. 
Living out on the moor would have been an exceptionally hard life, but some people did it; people who weren't afraid 
of anything but towns and cities and other people. 
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The Exmoor Beast — 7 p 
by Aliya Whiteley 

I grew up in North Devon. We regularly went to Exmoor, a vast expanse of ever-damp moorland stretching across to 
Somerset, for walks. | was small and always in hand-me-down wellies; the clumps of earth and gorse were 


determined to trip me up, | thought, and we must have walked for hundreds of miles. But then, | was one of those 
imaginative children. 


The things you grow up with are sometimes hard to appreciate. | saw the sea every day, and knew it was dangerous. 


| knew the same thing about Exmoor. We came across white bones amongst the moss, and the carcasses of sheep. 
Living out on the moor would have been an exceptionally hard life, but some people did it; people who weren't afraid 
of anything but towns and cities and other people. 


| heard stories about these people, but | didn’t understand them. Weren't they afraid of the Exmoor Beast? 


The Exmoor Beast isn't exactly a monster. It was first spotted in the 1970s, and then was sighted regularly — a large 
black or grey cat, possibly a black leopard. Sheep were found with slashed throats. Had a big cat escaped from a 
private collection, or a circus? | was, as | say, an imaginative child. It didn't take much for this idea to grow, combine 
with other stories such as The Hound of the Baskervilles (although that is set on Dartmoor, but hey, close enough) 
and create a monster. | was terrified of the Beast of Exmoor. To me, it hadn't escaped from a zoo. It had escaped 
from a nightmare. 


But we all grow up, and things that seemed scary are no longer quite so scary as long as we have our clever grown- 
up heads on, and | stopped thinking of the Beast as anything other than a big cat that was managing to have quite a 
__ nnd life aut there an the monrs_away fram cancents nf awnarshin lucky thinn_In 2006 the Rritish Ria Cat 


Buy our Books 
+ Fox Pockets on Lulu 


> SpaceWitch 


Recent Posts 
Reviews 
Welcome to the Speakeasy 
World Book Day 


vards Season 


J. Damask series cover reveals 


Search 


Slideshow 


(4 he foxspiritco,uk/european-monsters- 


File Modifica Visualizza Preferiti Strumenti ? 


Slideshow 


But we all grow up, and things that seemed scary are no longer quite so scary as long as we have our clever grown- 
up heads on, and | stopped thinking of the Beast as anything other than a big cat that was managing to have quite a 
good life out there on the moors, away from concepts of ownership, lucky thing. In 2006 the British Big Cats Society 
reported that the skull of a puma had been found on the moor, and it seemed the Beast was dead. 


Then Fox Spirit said to me, “Write about a European Monster”. And it turned out the Exmoor Beast wasn't dead at 

all. It still existed in my head, and then on the page, and it had become a proper monster. It had grown up. 

@FoxSpiritBooks 
| like the idea that monsters start out in reality, and then suck up our feelings and fears to live in a different plane. @ P 
That's what my story, ‘A Very Modern Monster’ is all about. We feed monsters and make them enormous with our 
own emotions and energies. Give the Exmoor Beast a few hundred years in the right conditions and it will own that Tweets Rollo) 


moor. Everyone who sets foot upon it will shiver. 
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Four unusual Exmoor animals and their habits 


A few weeks ago we wrote about how Exmoor Zoo had been inundated by a huge murmuration of starlings. 

= Staff at the zoo, near our Exmoor holiday cottages, had been forced to clean up regularly after the messy visitors. 

Now the starlings have made the news again, after forming a huge flying sign on Tuesday morning. 

The birds grouped together and flew as a squadron spelling out the words Exmoor Zoo. Or at least, that’s what staff at the zoo would have us believe. 


With Tuesday having been April Fool’s day we decided we didn’t believe this and our suspicions were confirmed! 
However, it did inspire us to look at some examples of unusual behaviour from animals on Exmoor, as well as some unusual animals which you may not 
expect to find on the moor. 
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Wild wolves died out in the UK a long time ago, but they're alive and 
well on Exmoor at Shaun Ellis’ Wolf Centre. 

Run by Shaun and his wife, the stars of Channel 5 series The Wolfman 
and Mr and Mrs Wolf, the centre shows how the pair have an 
exceptional bond with dogs and wolves. 


The Exmoor Beast 

Ok, so there’s no proof the beast is real but there are plenty of people 
who swear it is. 

The first reported sightings came in the 1970s, and the animal became 
notorious in 1983 whena South Molton farmer claimed to have lost 
more than 100 sheep in just three months, with the animals dying 
from violent throat injuries. 

It’s thought the animal, or animals, may have first found themselves on 
the moor when a law was passed in the 1960s after a law was passed 
banning people from keeping big cats as pets. 

If you do see one, make sure you take a picture or you're sure to be 
laughed at when you turn up at the nearest Exmoor pub to tell people 
what you've just seen. 
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